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Stereochemistry of Electrocyclic Reactions
Sir:

We defirie as electroeyclic transformations the for-

mation of a single bond between the termini of
linear system containing k #-electrons (1 = 1), and the
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converse process. In such changes, fixed geometrical
isomerism imposed upon the openschain system is
rélated to rigid tetrahedral isomerism ini the cyclic
array. A priovi, this rélationship might be disrofatory
(IIT == 1V or vice versa), or conrotatory (V =s VI, or
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